Respectable Gentlemen and Street-Savvy Men: HIV Vulnerability in Sri Lanka.
In this article, I investigate how particular discourses surrounding class specific understandings of sexual behavior and female morality shape awareness and views of the disease and personal vulnerability. Although both groups belong to the working class, those employed by the transportation board consider themselves government servants and, therefore, "respectable gentlemen." Construction workers identify easily with their class position, recognizing and sometimes trying to live up to the stereotypes of free sexuality. These different perceptions directly affect their concern and awareness of risk factors for sexually transmissible infections and safe-sex practices. While the "respectable gentlemen" consider themselves invulnerable, the "street-savvy men" learned about risks and took precautions to prevent STIs.